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Selecting the Right Compressed Air Solutions
By Rod Smith, Publisher

Compressed air systems are known as the “4th Utility” and provide a powerful and flexible energy source supporting industrial processes. Compressed air systems have been identified as a top opportunity to reduce energy costs. The U.S. Department of Energy estimates that compressed air systems account for $1.5 billion per year in energy costs and 0.5 percent of emissions. It is further estimated that optimization of compressed air systems can provide energy efficieny improvements of 20 to 50 percent (Source: www1.eere.energy.gov).

As no factory is the same, no compressed air system is the same. This presentation reviews examples of multiple energy-saving techniques, deployed by our Editorial Board members at their Saint Gobain, Ball Container, PepsiCo, and Archer Daniels Midland factories.

Rather than focus on the compressed air system components (air compressors, dryers, filters, tanks), we recommend that factories focus on measurement and KPI’s (Key Performance Indicators) related to their compressed air system. This presentation outlines what industry experts suggest each factory should measure and what KPI’s should be monitored.

Compressed Air Best Practices® Magazine is proud to be a national Media Partner with the Association of Energy Engineers. We’ve participated annually, since 2008, at the World Energy Engineering Congress, Energy Management Congress and Globalcon. For the past four years, we have chaired a morning conference session at the WEEC titled, “Best Practices in Compressed Air Systems.”

Compressed Air Best Practices Magazine and http://www.airbestpractices.com are dedicated to helping industry reduce the energy costs associated with compressed air systems.  Industrial Energy Managers are profiled to learn how they are driving down kWh in their facilities and compressed air system experts are interviewed to learn industry-specific best practices.
Compressed Air Best Practices® Magazine and its web site, www.airbestpractices.com, are wholly owned by Smith Onandia Communications LLC.  The Company is based in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Rod Smith is the co-Publisher and Editor of Compressed Air Best Practices® Magazine.  Mr. Smith worked as an executive in the compressed air industry from 1992 to 2006. Seven of those years were based in Spain and Germany.  
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